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he survival rate for many cancers has increased over the past 25 years,

according to the National Cancer Institute. Two important reasons for this are increased

public awareness and the use of screening tests to detect cancers early, which allows patients
to obtain effective treatment with fewer side effects. Patients whose cancers are found early
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not found until symptoms appear. It is commonplace to get a Pap smear for cervical cancer,
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a mammogram to check for breast cancer, or a digital exam for prostate cancer. Oral cancer
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is also a highly survivable cancer if detected early through screening exams, which should be
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combination with the screening exam will aid in
the early detection of oral cancer. At The Chicago
Center for Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry, we
use a new technology called VELscope®, which
uses a narrow band of safe, high-energy blue
light with specialized filtering technology to
disclose mucosal abnormalities prior to routine
clinical recognition.
Going to the dentist for routine care and oral
cancer screening is an important part of your
health and wellness program. It not only will keep
your smile healthy but will keep you alive and well
to smile for many years to come.

